
30 Years and Counting 
of Diverse BooksES T . 1991

Years

In 1991, Lee & Low Books began 
with a simple mission: to publish 
beautiful books about everyone, 
for everyone. Three decades on, 
we are proud to be the largest 
and most trusted multicultural 
children's book publisher in the 
United States.

WHO WE ARE
We are family-owned, independent, and a certified 
100% Minority-Owned Business Enterprise (MBE). 
We are dedicated to promoting equity both within 
our company and in the publishing industry at large.

WHAT WE DO
We work with schools, libraries, universities, and 
nonprofit organizations across the country to help 
them build libraries and collections that reflect their 
students and the world around them. Educators, 
librarians, and families trust us to deliver high-quality, 
authentic books that fit their children's needs. 

Children’s 
Book Press

Find out more at leeandlow.com



Americas’ Sproutings

Haiku  by Pat Mora
Pictures by

 Rafael López

• Social and Emotional 
Learning

• Trauma-Informed 
Education

• Anti-Racism

• LGBTQ+
• BIPOC Joy
• STEM 
• and more!

Authentic Spanish and Bilingual Books

We pride ourselves on publishing culturally and 
linguistically authentic books that all children 
can enjoy. We are proud to showcase stories 
that celebrate cultures, voices, and experiences 
of communities historically underrepresented 
or misrepresented in children’s literature. High-
quality bilingual and Spanish books help build a 
solid foundation to achieve Spanish literacy or 
bilingualism while also affirming and validating a 
child’s identity, culture, and home language.

Teacher's Guides

Lee & Low Books offers free, standard-aligned 
Teacher's Guides for more than 900 of our 
books. Our Teacher's Guides are developed by 
professional educators, cultural and content 
experts, and our in-house literacy team alongside 
the book's author. Each guide offers extensive 
teaching ideas, ready-to-go student questions, 
curricular and SEL connections, and activities that 
can be adapted to different educational settings. 

WHAT WE OFFER
Customized Book Collections  
and Bookrooms

Customized book collections and bookrooms 
supplement your PreK–12 curriculum and suit 
your readers and literacy initiatives. Bebop 
Books® offers leveled books that support literacy 
learning content for beginning readers in small 
group and intervention settings—with the same 
commitment to diversity and cultural authenticity 
that sets all Lee & Low Books apart. Our titles 
cover a wide range of concepts, themes, and 
interest areas that appeal to children and work 
with your daily reading block.

Curated Themed Collections 

Lee & Low's popular downloadable book lists 
are curated by our in-house literacy experts, 
organized by grade, and offer recommended 
books for the following themes: Teacher’s Guide copyright © 2019 LEE & LOW BOOKS. All rights reserved. Permission is granted to share and adapt for personal and educational use.  

For questions, comments, and/or more information, please contact us at general@leeandlow.com. Visit us online at leeandlow.com. 
1

About the Book

Genre: Juvenile Fiction

Format: Hardcover, $18.95

ISBN: 9781620147924

Reading Level: Grade 3

Interest Level: Grades PreK–4

Guided Reading Level: K

Accelerated Reader® Level/Points: 

N/A

Lexile™ Measure: AD710L

*Reading level based on the ATOS Readability Formula

Themes: Childhood Experiences 

and Memories, Cultural Diversity, 

Diversity, Families, Identity/Self Esteem/

Confidence, Imagination, Multiethnic 

interest, Poetry, Religion/Spiritual, 

Religious Diversity, Muslim/Muslim 

American Interest

Resources on the web:  

leeandlow.com/books/under-my-hijab

Teacher’s Guide

Under My Hijab

written by Hena Khan

illustrated by Aaliya Jaleel

All guided reading level placements may vary and are subject to 

revision. Teachers may adjust the assigned levels in accordance with 

their own evaluations.

Find us online at leeandlow.com • Open Book Blog blog.leeandlow.com • 
 @leeandlow

SYNOPSIS

Grandma’s hijab clasps under her chin. Auntie pins hers up with a 

whimsical brooch. Jenna puts a sun hat over hers when she hikes. Iman 

wears a sports hijab for tae kwon do. As a young girl observes the women 

in her life and how each covers her hair a different way, she dreams of the 

possibilities in her own future and how she might express her personality 

through her hijab.

With cheerful rhyming text by the author of Golden Domes and Silver 

Lanterns, and charming illustrations from a talented newcomer, Under 

My Hijab provides a friendly introduction to hijabs for all readers, and 

celebrates the many Muslim women and girls who choose to wear them.

1Teacher’s Guide copyright © 2019 LEE & LOW BOOKS. All rights reserved. Permission is granted to share and adapt for personal and educational use. For 
questions, comments, and/or more information, please contact us at general@leeandlow.com. Visit us online at leeandlow.com. 

SYNOPSIS

The son of an Alabama sharecropper, John Lewis experienced the 
injustice of segregation early in life. Inspired by the words of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., Lewis joined with civil rights leaders who 
believed in fighting segregation peacefully, In the face of physical 
attacks, he persevered with dignity and a devotion to nonviolence, 
standing in the forefront of major civil rights protests and helping 
southern black people gain the right to vote. In 1986 Lewis was 
elected to represent Georgia in the United States Congress, where 
he continues to serve today. Lewis’s passionate belief in justice is 
a beacon for all who wish to make our country a better place. The 
Story of Civil Rights Hero John Lewis celebrates the life of a living 
legend of American history. 

TEACHER’S GUIDE

About the Book
Genre: Nonfiction Biography

*Reading Level: Grade 6

Interest Level: Grades 4–8

Guided Reading Level: X

Accelerated Reader® Level/
Points: N/A

Lexile™ Measure: N/A

*Reading level based on the Spache 

Readability Formula

Themes: Biography/Memoir, 
Civil Rights Movement, Politics, 
Legal System, Voting, Courage, 
Discrimination and Segregation, 
Nonviolence, Dreams and Aspirations, 
History, Nonfiction/Informational 
Text, Social Justice, United States 
History (Georgia), African/African 
American Interest

 

The Story of Civil Rights Hero John Lewis
written by Jim Haskins & Kathleen Benson, 

illustrated by Aaron Boyd

Teacher’s Guide copyright © 2021 LEE & LOW BOOKS. All rights reserved. Permission is granted to share and adapt for personal and educational use.  

For questions, comments, and/or more information, please contact us at general@leeandlow.com. Visit us online at leeandlow.com. 1

About the BookGenre: Historical Fiction
Format: Hardcover, $21.95 336 pages, 5-1/2 x 8-1/4

ISBN: 9781643791968
Reading Level: Grade 10
Interest Level: Grades 8–12+
Guided Reading Level: Z+
Accelerated Reader® Level/Points: N/A

Lexile™ Measure: N/A
*Reading level based on the ATOS Readability FormulaThemes: African/African American Interest, Civil Rights Movement, Collaboration, Conflict resolution, Courage, Discrimination, Diversity, Education, Families, Farming, Fiction, Grandparents, Heroism, History, Home, Identity/Self Esteem/Confidence, Integrity/Honesty, Leadership, Mentors, Overcoming Obstacles, Paranormal, Persistence/Grit, Pride, Protest, Realistic Fiction, Respect/Citizenship, Responsibility, Slavery, United States History, War, YA interest, Reconstruction Era, Congress

Resources on the web:  leeandlow.com/books/black-was-the-ink

Teacher’s Guide 

  
 
Black Was the Ink
written by Michelle Coles illustrated by Justin Johnson

All guided reading level placements may vary and are subject to 
revision. Teachers may adjust the assigned levels in accordance with 
their own evaluations.

Find us online at leeandlow.com • Open Book Blog blog.leeandlow.com • 
 @leeandlow

SYNOPSIS
Forgotten heroes still leave their mark.

Malcolm Williams hasn’t been okay for a while. He’s angry and despondent and 

feels like nothing good ever happens for teens like him in D.C. All he wants is 
to be left alone in his room for the summer to draw or play video games--but no 

such luck. With growing violence in his neighborhood, his mother ships him off 

to his father’s family farm in Mississippi, and Malcolm is anything but pleased.A few days after his arrival, his great-aunt tells him that the State is acquiring 
the farm to widen a highway. It’s not news Malcolm is concerned about, but 
someone plans to make it his concern. One minute Malcolm is drawing in the 
farmhouse attic, and the next he’s looking through the eyes of his ancestor 
Cedric Johnson in 1866.

As Cedric, Malcolm meets the real-life Black statesmen who fought for change 
during the Reconstruction era: Hiram Revels, Robert Smalls, and other leaders 
who made American history. But even after witnessing their bravery, Malcolm’s 
faith in his own future remains shaky, particularly since he knows that the gains 

these statesmen made were almost immediately stripped away. If those great 
men couldn’t completely succeed, why should he try?Malcolm must decide which path to take. Can Cedric’s experiences help him 

construct a better future? Or will he resign himself to resentments and defeat?Perfect for fans of Jason Reynolds and Nic Stone, and featuring illustrations by 
upcoming artist, Justin Johnson, Black Was the Ink is a powerful coming-of-age 

story and an eye-opening exploration of an era that defined modern America.

Hena Khan
Hena Khan

by 
Aaliya Jaleel
Aaliya Jaleel

illustrated by

      randma wears it clasped under 

her chin. Aunty pins hers up with  

a fanciful brooch. Jenna puts it 

under a sun hat when she hikes. 

Zayna styles hers to match her 

outfit. And all of them take it off 

in private, revealing their equally 

beautiful hair. As a young girl 

observes six women in her life who 

each wear the hijab in a unique 

way, she also dreams of the rich 

possibilities of her own future, 

and how she might express her 

personality through her hijab. 

With sprightly rhyming text and 

vibrant illustrations, Under My 

Hijab offers a friendly introduction 

to the hijab for non-Muslim 

readers, and a delightful mirror for 

contemporary Muslim women and 

girls—honoring their varied lives, 

their love for each other, and their 

pride in their cultures and faith. 

$17.95

Jacket art © 2019 by Aaliya Jaleel

Jacket design by Kimi Weart

LEE & LOW BOOKS INC.

95 Madison Avenue

New York, NY 10016

www.leeandlow.com 

MANUFACTURED IN CHINA

Hena Khan 
is the author of many 

children’s books, 

including Golden Domes 

and Silver Lanterns, 

Amina’s Voice, and the 

Zayd Saleem, Chasing the Dream series. 

She says she wrote Under My Hijab “to 

celebrate the strength and dignity of the 

women who choose to wear the hijab, who 

are not solely defined by a piece of cloth.” 

Hena lives near Washington, DC, with her 

family. Please visit her online at henakhan.

com and follow her at @henakhanbooks.

aaliya

jaleel  

is a student at the 

University of Texas-

Dallas, where she studies 

animation and enjoys 

trying new dessert places with her friends. 

Under My Hijab is her first picture book. 

She lives near Dallas. Please visit her 

online at aaliyamj.com and follow her at  

@aaliyamj.
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This is the story of a boy who walked  
with the wind.

This is the story of a man who stood up  
to injustice.

This is the story of a leader who refused  
to back down.

This is the story of a Congressman who keeps 
marching forward.

This is the story of 

JOHN LEWIS.
All books in this series 
include . . . 
• Informative sidebars 
• Highlighted vocabulary words
• A timeline
• A glossary
• A bibliography
• Recommended reading

Don’t Miss These Titles!

Lee & Low Books  
95 Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10016
leeandlow.com

The Story of

DUKE KAHANAMOKU
OLYMPIC SWIMMER

by Ellie Crowe
with illustrations
by Richard Waldrep

The Story of

MOVIE STAR

by Paula Yoo
with illustrations
by Lin Wang

ANNA MAY WONG

$8.95 US

Lee &
 Low

 Books
H

askins &
 Benson  • Boyd

The Story of  CIVIL RIGH
TS H

ERO
 JO

H
N LEW

IS

The Story of

CIVIL RIGHTS HERO

JOHN LEWIS
by Jim Haskins  
& Kathleen Benson
with illustrations
by Aaron Boyd

JohnLewis_PB_Cover_9-5-18.indd   1 9/5/18   3:39 PMThe StoryOfCivilRightsHeroJLewisSCVR.indd   1 9/24/18   1:44 PM

Find out more at leeandlow.com

http://leeandlow.com
https://www.instagram.com/leeandlow/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/leeandlow/
https://twitter.com/LEEandLOW?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor


leeandlow.com/about-us/the-diversity-baseline-survey

New Voices & New Visions Awards

Lee & Low Books offers two annual writing 
contests that encourage writers of color and 
Indigenous writers to submit their manuscripts 
to a publisher that takes pride in nurturing 
new talent. Winners of each contest receive a 
cash prize of $2,000 and a standard publishing 
contract with Lee & Low Books. Honor Award 
winners receive a cash prize of $1,000.

leeandlow.com/writers-illustrators

Classroom Library Questionnaire

How diverse and culturally responsive is your 
classroom library? Does your library reflect 
and mirror the students in your classroom? Lee 
& Low Books created the popular Classroom 
Library Questionnaire as a tool to analyze 
school and classroom libraries and determine 
where there are strengths and gaps in diversity 
and culturally responsive resources. 

leeandlow.com/uploads/loaded_document/408/ 
Classroom-Library-Questionnaire_FINAL.pdf

Webinars and Extended Learning

Throughout the year, Lee & Low Books offers 
a range of free webinars to an audience of 
thousands that provide a variety of professional 
development opportunities. Each Lee & Low 
webinar includes examples of relevant class- 
room activities, pedagogical approaches, and 
books that are related to each critical topic.

leeandlow.com/educators/webinars

COMMITMENT TO DIVERSITY AND EQUITY
Lee & Low Books has been committed to diversity and equity throughout our 30 
years in the publishing industry. 

The Diversity Baseline Survey (DBS): Lee & Low Books conducted the first Diversity 
Baseline Survey (DBS 1.0) in 2015 and the second Diversity Baseline Survey (DBS 
2.0) in 2019. Before the DBS, people suspected publishing had an inclusion and 
representation problem, but without hard numbers, the extent of that problem 
was anyone’s guess. Our goal was to survey publishing houses and review journals 
regarding the racial, gender, sexual orientation, and ability makeup of their 
employees, and establish concrete statistics about the diversity of the publishing 
workforce. Through these efforts, we would be able to track what progress our 
industry shows over time in improving representation and inclusion.

Find out more at leeandlow.com

https://www.leeandlow.com/about-us/the-diversity-baseline-survey
https://www.leeandlow.com/uploads/loaded_document/ 408/Classroom-Library-Questionnaire_FINAL.pdf 
https://www.leeandlow.com/uploads/loaded_document/ 408/Classroom-Library-Questionnaire_FINAL.pdf 
https://www.leeandlow.com/educators/webinars
https://blog.leeandlow.com/2016/01/26/where-is-the-diversity-in-publishing-the-2015-diversity-baseline-survey-results/
http://blog.leeandlow.com/2020/01/28/2019diversitybaselinesurvey/
http://blog.leeandlow.com/2020/01/28/2019diversitybaselinesurvey/
http://leeandlow.com
https://www.instagram.com/leeandlow/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/leeandlow/
https://twitter.com/LEEandLOW?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor


Estamos comprometidos a apoyarte 
tanto en la escuela como en el 

hogar, a través de libros, guías de 
estudio y otros recursos de calidad. 

¡Escríbenos!

¡HABLAMOS 
ESPAÑOL!

Website

Open Book Blog

Email newsletter

leeandlow.com

blog.leeandlow.com

leeandlow.com/enews/
signup
@leeandlow

AROUND 
THE WEB

REACH OUT!
We offer fast, responsive, and  

    personalized service from our knowledgeable  
team throughout the purchasing process. Let us  

help you build a customized list of culturally  
responsive and diverse books for your students! 

Contact sales@leeandlow.com  
or educators@leeandlow.com to learn more. 

Find out more at leeandlow.com

http://leeandlow.com
https://www.instagram.com/leeandlow/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/leeandlow/
https://twitter.com/LEEandLOW?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor

