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Unit:	Building	Classroom	Community	for	
Second	Grade	

Lesson	5:	Appreciating	Differences	and	
Respectful	Communication		

Read	Aloud:	Willie	Wins	
written	by	Almira	Astudillo	Gilles,		

illustrated	by	Carl	Angel	
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Day	1:	Read	Aloud	to	
Understand	the	Book	
Before	Reading	

1. Gather	your	class	and	comment	on	the	ways	
students	have	been	getting	to	know	one	another	
through	book	discussions.	Give	a	few	examples	of	
how	you’re	getting	to	know	various	students’	
personal	“stories”	through	their	comments	and	
work.	

2. Introduce	today’s	book	by	saying,	“This	book	is	
called	Willie	Wins.	Willie	wants	to	win	a	
competition	at	school	about	saving	money.	Today	
let’s	read	to	find	out	about	Willie—his	family,	his	
goals,	and	how	he	feels	in	different	situations.	”	

During	Reading	

1. Remind	students	that	readers	can	learn	about	
characters	by	noticing	what	they	say,	do,	and	
think.	They	can	use	clues	to	figure	out	how	a	
character	feels	and	notice	if	he	or	she	has	a	goal	
and	what	he	or	she	does	to	achieve	it.	

2. Make	comments	and	ask	questions	related	to	key	
events	and	previously	discussed	themes:	Willie’s	
family	(especially	his	family	“story”)	and	his	
words,	thoughts,	actions,	and	feelings	related	to	
his	goal.	For	instance:	

• “How’s	Willie	feeling?	What	does	he	
say/do/think	to	help	you	know?”	(Return	to	this	
question	several	times.)	

• “Why	does	Willie	say	‘Oh	no’?”	

• “What’s	the	story	behind	the	coconut	bank?	

Lesson	Objectives	(Day	1	and	Day	2)	

• Students	will	listen	to	Willie	Wins	and	
accompanying	teacher	comments	to	
build	understanding	of	the	key	ideas	
and	details	of	the	text	

• Students	will	demonstrate	
understanding	of	the	text	by	answering	
questions	about	key	details	and	
character	responses	to	events	and	
challenges	

• Students	will	follow	agreed-on	rules	for	
discussion	(raising	hands,	waiting	
patiently,	staying	on	topic,	restating	
and	linking	to	others’	comments,	
asking	clarifying	questions)		

• Students	will	begin	to	build	an	
appreciation	for	differences	(e.g.,	
opinion,	personal	story/background)	to	
help	establish	a	supportive	classroom	
community	

• Students	will	discuss	characteristics	of	
and	practice	respectful	communication	
(e.g.,	tone	of	voice,	body	language,	and	
word	choice)	

Common	Core	Standards	

• RL.2.1,	RL.2.3	

• SL.2.1/1-A/1-B,	SL.2.3	

NOTE:	See	the	end	of	this	lesson	for	
additional	English	Language	Learner	
support	strategies.		
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How	does	it	work?”	

• “What’s	Willie’s	goal?	What’s	he	doing	
to	achieve	it?	What’s	he	worried	
about?”	

• “What	does	Willie	think	when	he	
opens	the	bank?”	

3. Model	asking	clarifying	questions	about	
student	responses,	such	as	“What	did	you	
mean	when	you	said	____?”	“Why	do	you	
think	____?”	etc.	

• Choose	one	or	two	questions	to	have	
partner	conversations.	Encourage	
students	to	build	on	each	other’s	
responses	and	ask	their	partners	
clarifying	questions	as	you’ve	been	
doing.	Share	an	example	of	an	
exchange	you	overhear.	

After	Reading	

1. Ask	the	whole	class,	“What	did	we	find	
out	about	Willie	in	this	book?”	Brainstorm	
a	variety	of	descriptors	about	his	family,	
goals/work	ethic,	interests,	etc.	

2. Ask	partners	to	discuss	the	question	
“How	do	the	characters	in	the	book	feel	
about	the	coconut	bank?”	(Prompt	
students	to	talk	about	Dad,	Willie,	and	
Willie’s	classmates.)	Add	new	entries	to	
your	list	of	feelings	words	and	clues	if	
applicable	(e.g.,	proud,	embarrassed,	
unsure,	curious,	relieved,	excited).	Flip	
back	to	various	parts	of	the	book	to	
locate	evidence	in	the	text,	such	as	
characters’	words	and	thoughts.	

3. End	with	a	summary	statement	about	
how	each	character	feels	differently	
about	the	same	topic	(the	bank)	and	for	
some,	how	their	feelings	change	during	
the	story.	When	you	reread	the	book,	
you’ll	talk	more	about	how	best	to	
communicate	with	others	even	when	
their	ideas	are	different	from	yours.	
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Day	2:	Discuss	and	
Respond	to	the	Book	
Before	Reading		

1. Explain	that	today	you’ll	reread	Willie	
Wins.	As	you	read,	you’ll	be	noticing	how	
the	characters	talk	to	one	another	and	
how	their	interactions	make	others	feel.	

2. Set	up	a	piece	of	chart	paper	with	two	
columns,	labeled	“Positive”	and	
“Negative.”	Explain	that	you’ll	write	
examples	that	students	notice	about	the	
way	characters	talk	to	one	another	and	
decide	whether	the	behaviors	have	a	
positive	(good)	or	negative	(bad)	impact	
on	the	recipients’	feelings.		

During	Reading		

1. Pause	at	the	end	of	each	page	or	two	to	
discuss	examples	of	communication	
between	characters.	At	first,	model	
adding	relevant	examples	to	your	chart	
and	then	ask	students	to	share	ideas	
about	what	to	write	as	a	whole	group	and	
with	partners.	Possible	discussion	points	
include:	

• Tone	of	voice	(e.g.,	Stan’s	“snarls”	
and	“jeers”	toward	Willie	vs.	Dad’s	
kind	encouragement)	

• Body	language	(e.g.,	Dad’s	ruffling	of	
Willie’s	hair,	pat	on	the	back	vs.	Stan’s	
posture	and	face	when	he	sees	
Willie’s	bank)	

• Words	(e.g.,	Stan’s	insults	about	the	
bank	vs.	Matt’s	encouragement	to	
“just	ignore	Stan”).	

2. Ask	clarifying	questions	about	student	
responses	and	encourage	partners	to	ask	
questions	of	each	other	during	partner	
conversations.	
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After	Reading	

Review	the	list	you	created	with	a	summary	
statement,	such	as	“We	noticed	how	being	
teased,	being	spoken	to	in	a	mean	voice,	and	
someone	making	faces	at	him	make	Willie	feel	
embarrassed	and	angry.	We	also	noticed	how	
friendly	gestures	and	words	help	him	feel	
proud	and	confident.	Let’s	keep	this	in	mind	
when	we	communicate	with	one	another	and	
try	always	to	have	a	positive	impact	on	one	
another’s	feelings.”	

Extension	

1. Reflect	again	on	what	you	learned	about	
Willie	in	the	story,	highlighting	what	
makes	him	unique	(e.g.,	his	connections	
through	his	dad	to	his	Filipino	heritage,	
his	determination,	his	love	of	baseball,	
and	the	story	of	his	name).	

2. Talk	about	how	each	student	in	your	class	
has	a	unique	“story”	too.	Learning	about	
and	appreciating	one	another’s	stories	
and	communicating	respectfully	about	
individual	differences	will	have	a	positive	
impact	on	your	class.		

3. Ask	students	to	think	for	a	few	minutes	
about	what	makes	them	unique.	Prompt	
them	to	think	about	topics	from	the	book	
(family	background,	talents/positive	
qualities,	etc.)	and	share	a	few	personal	
examples.	

4. Ask	students	to	write	about	something	
that	makes	them	unique.	You’ll	be	playing	
a	guessing	game	by	reading	each	
sentence	aloud	and	guessing	who	wrote	
it.	(If	you’d	like	to	play	as	an	entire	class,	
each	student	should	write	one	sentence	
and	you	can	read	them	aloud	without	
showing	the	student’s	name.	If	you’d	like	
to	have	students	play	in	small	groups,	
each	student	could	write	several	
sentences	and	leave	off	her	or	his	name	
until	after	each	sentence	is	guessed.)	
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5. Emphasize	respectful	responses	to	
others’	ideas.	Acknowledge	that	one	
might	find	someone	else’s	idea	silly,	
confusing,	etc.	but	that	it’s	important	to	
use	friendly	body	language,	words,	and	
tone	when	speaking	to	that	person.	

6. Encourage	students	to	ask	clarifying	
questions	about	others’	responses.	

7. End	with	a	summary	statement	
celebrating	each	student’s	uniqueness	
and	complimenting	the	class’s	respectful	
communication.			

NOTE:	Depending	on	your	class	population,	
this	lesson	could	provide	a	good	opportunity	
to	have	a	conversation	about	respectful	
communication	around	physical,	academic,	
and/or	linguistic	strengths/challenges	and/or	
peers’	accommodations	and	supports	(e.g.,	
wheelchair,	assistive	technology,	special	
education	services,	adaptive	seating,	etc.).	

ELL	Support	Strategies	

• Act	out	the	examples	of	positive	and	
negative	communication	to	support	
understanding.	

• Celebrate	students’	cultural	and	linguistic	
backgrounds	when	discussing	what	
makes	each	student	unique.	Teach	
examples	of	respectful	ways	to	manage	
linguistic	differences	(e.g.,	not	
understanding	what	someone	says).	
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BOOK	INFORMATION	

Willie	Wins	

ISBN:	978-1-60060-237-5	

RESOURCES	ON	THE	WEB	

Check	out	the	complete	Building	Classroom	Community	Unit	for	
Second	Grade	at	https://www.leeandlow.com/collections/280	

Learn	more	about	Willie	Wins	at	www.leeandlow.com/books/2476	

ABOUT	LEE	&	LOW	BOOKS	

LEE	&	LOW	BOOKS	is	the	largest	children’s	book	publisher	specializing	in	
diversity	and	multiculturalism.	Our	motto,	“about	everyone,	for	everyone,”	
is	as	urgent	today	as	it	was	when	we	started	in	1991.	It	is	the	company’s	goal	
to	meet	the	need	for	stories	that	children	of	color	can	identify	with	and	that	

all	children	can	enjoy.	The	right	book	can	foster	empathy,	dispel	stereotypes,	prompt	discussion	
about	race	and	ethnicity,	and	inspire	children	to	imagine	not	only	a	world	that	includes	them,	but	
also	a	world	where	they	are	the	heroes	of	their	own	stories.		
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