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LEE & LOW BOOKS \ _Years,

Black Lives Matter in the Classroom: A
Conversation with Experts

This webinar is being recorded and the link to view the
webinar and the Anti-Racism Booklist will be shared
within the week. Please contact kpotter@leeandlow.com
for a certificate of completion.



Agenda

® Bios/Introductions WHAT WE
® Book Talks BE“EVE

*An essential resounce.”

® Book Deep Dives
® Black Lives Matter in Schools & Libraries
® Fngaging with Families at Home

® Addressing Resistance & Pushback

a BLACK LIVES MATTER

PRINCIPLES ACTIVITY BOOK

® (Question & Answer

What We Believe: A Black Lives Matter Principles Activity Book  An Uprising for Educational Justice: Black Lives Matter at School
written by Lalefa Garcia, illustrated by Caryn Davidson Edited by Denisha Jones & Jesse Hagopian, foreward by Opal Tometi
leeandlow.com/books/what-we-believe https://www.haymarketbooks.org/books/1554-black-lives-matter-at-school
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Katie Potter is the Senior Literacy Specialist
at Lee & Low Books. She is responsible for
writing and developing the rigorous
Teacher’s Guides and Educator Resources
for all frontlist titles, in addition to working
with university professors and nonprofit
organizations on how to incorporate diverse,
multicultural literature into curriculum and
syllabi. Prior to Lee & Low, Katie worked as
an educational researcher, teacher, and
literacy instructor. Katie has a dual Bachelor's
Degree in Psychology and Spanish from
Skidmore College and a Master's Degree in
Childhood General Education Grades 1-6
and Literacy from Bank Street College of
Education.
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Lalena Garcia has taught in New
York City early childhood education
programs for more than twenty

~ years. What We Believe grew out of
" her work with Black Lives Matter in
Schools, a teachers’ organization
striving for racial equity in
education, and she has presented at
local and national conferences on
teaching the principles of the BLM
movement to children. A graduate
of Yale University and the Bank
Street College of Education, she
lives in Brooklyn, NY. Please visit her
website at rootedkids.org and follow
her on Instagram at
@blm_in_kindergarten.
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Caryn Davidson studied Anthropology
and Visual Art at Brown University and
received her MA in Arts Education
from NYU. Since the start of her career
in education in 2004, she has founded
and developed the arts programs at
three public schools in New York City,
and led initiatives to promote culturally
relevant pedagogy and socially just
practices within those school
communities. She now teaches art at
the high school level in Brooklyn, NY,
where she also lives. She is a Steering
Committee member of the Black Lives
Matter at NYC Schools organizing
group and a designer for the national
Black Lives Matter at Schools
movement. Please visit her website at
caryndavidson.com.
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Denisha Jones is the Director of the
Art of Teaching Program at Sarah
Lawrence College. She is a former
kindergarten teacher and preschool
director who spent the past 16 years
in teacher education. Denisha is an
education justice advocate and
activist. She serves as the Co-
Director for Defending the Early
Years, Inc, and is the Assistant
Executive Director for the Badass
Teachers Association. In 2017, she
joined the steering committee for
the national Black Lives Matter at
School Week of Action.
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Jesse Hagopian teaches high school
Ethnic Studies in Seattle and is a
steering committee member for
Black Lives Matter at School. Jesse
is an editor for Rethinking Schools
magazine, a writer for the Zinn
Education Project, and the Director
of the “Black Education Matters
Student Activist Award.” Jesse is the
co-editor of the new books, Black
Lives Matter At School: An Uprising
for Educational Justice, Teacher
Unions and Social Justice, and
Teaching for Black Lives. Jesse
blogs at www.lAmAnEducator.com.
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Book Talks

What We Believe: A Black Lives Matter Principles Activity Book
written by Lalena Garcia, illustrated by Caryn Davidson

WB'EQ;I.EvEE This powerful activity

book will engage hands,
hearts, and minds as it
introduces children to the
guiding principles of the
Black Lives Matter
movement.

a BLACK LIVES MATTER

PRINCIPLES ACTIVITY BOOK

leeandlow.com/books/what-we-believe
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WHAT WE BOOI( Talks

BELIEVE

What We Believe: A Black Lives Matter Principles Activity Book
written by Lalena Garcia, illustrated by Caryn Davidson

BLACK FAMILIES

Who are the people in your family?
What is different and special about each member of your family?
What responsibilities does each person in your family have?
What are some ways the people in your family take care of one another?

r

A family is a group of people who love and take care of one another. There are lots of
different kinds of families, and we want to make gure that all families feel welcome in
our community. We support Black families.

leeandlow.com/books/what-we-believe
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Book Talks

An Uprising For Educational Justice: Black Lives Matter at School
edited by Denisha Jones and Jesse Hagopian, forward by Opal Tometi

Black Lives Matter at School
succinctly generalizes lessons from
successful challenges to institutional
racism that have been won through
the Black Lives Matter at School
movement. This book will inspire
many more educators and activists
to join the Black Lives Matter at
School movement at a moment
when this antiracist work in our
schools could not be more urgent
and critical to education justice.

https://www.haymarketbooks.org/books/1554-black-lives-matter-at-school
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Book Deep Dives

WHAT WE
BELIEVE

'.«1“.*:' DONSEL ok
v 1 e
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The Guiding Principles of Black Lives Matter at School

THE GUIDING PRINCIPLES OF
BLACK LIVES MATTER

as adapted by the Black Lives Matter at NYC Schocls Steering Committes

i We don’t apologize for who we are or what we believe! We say Black Lives Matter |

| UNAPOLOGETICALLY
H because we know that if some of us aren’t free, then none of us are free.

BLACK :
wudmwledge Mwmﬂﬁemﬂdﬂ!rutmdmthe
DIVERSITY ! things we have in common. We work hard for freedom and justice for Black
people and, by extension, all people.

%W:mmw:hmmwﬁmlndlmﬁmpeqﬂzmnm
EMPATHY oonect\mhthenndtharw £

Loving Eng is the i top X mm:ﬂpme
;LOVINCENCACII'NT §mm I "mmwmmm

hm:m-mmmmamw,m;
{ RESTORATIVE JUSTICE inable and growing. If inthe else, we
: Mlmwmmwmhmwduwm

Nenahmmfaﬂy-ﬁnﬂynndeuﬂemmwhﬂymm
BLACK FAMILIES  their children. We do that 50 p who are
ewmwmm&ﬂ&mnhmdmm

gw:bdmthnlﬂpeqla.reg:ﬂﬂeuof show \rlthdunhitytolend
INTERGENERATIONAL : . g e

We are a community; we support each other and help each other. We are united

BLACK VILLAGES i Iiehnﬂy mndndm’%ln!wgnhuorna’tmhudbym

Webidn!pnedntumudlfﬁmmmkwmmdgrh We work to
BLACK WOMEN Memn:ndnuogyvymmetyndmnmm

Wednn’tmmyuu’lnxnhty-cmymhudﬂnghwnyhrthﬂn—
: -dmhmv:heyldendy Owemtyafﬁrmmdeddzrmqmapeqie.

. QUEER AFFIRMING

3

Wenahlpﬂnefw 3 peq*m icipate and lead. We know that  :
TRANSGENDER mgmdz(mm)peophmmnm;;npnnhge andwewantwupih
AFFIRMING trans people, upxnﬂyhb&mmvhooﬁnewmvmlwu H

-
GLOBALISM Mpeoplemnndtbenruhnﬂd&menm andmneo(
muhnne-mﬁno&s&*mdmdmmmmy

Wemgmdtdbytheb«mnnnhdimmr no matter a person’s

COLLECTIVE VALUE u.tuhty.gendet economie status, ability, &abﬁty religious beliefs or
disbeliefs, immigration status, or where they

leeandlow.com/books/what-we-believe ‘ “i‘ lEE a ].OW BOOKS @Q’i,




What We Believe: A Black Lives Matter Principles Activity Book

WHAT WE ° °
aum How do you use this book in the classroom or other

o]
i

™

educational settings?

« First establish community norms

 Then, introduce and discuss the
concept of Black Lives Matter with
students

« Coloring book pages come after
conversations about the BLM
principles

« Remind students that the principles
relate to everyone in the room

« Read corresponding books for each
principle: see Resources

« Use alongside Black Lives Matter
National School Curriculum as well as |
Extension Activities: see Resources — LalenaGarcia reading to her students during the Black Lives

« Educators or other adults need to do
the work on their part to upend racist
ideologies

leeandlow.com/books/what-we-believe
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An Uprising for Educational Justice: Black Lives Matter at School

y How can educators and other professionals use this
book in their respective settings?

Learn about how BLM at School was started and the
movement’s historical significance with the struggle for
Black Liberation

e Read each section and discuss takeaways and
questions regarding curriculum development, community
organizing, securing union support, and organizing the
week of action in schools and higher education.

e |fyou are preparing for your first week of action, use
the book to explain to your administration and parents
what the movement is about and why it is important.

e |earn about the impact of the movement on students.

https://www.haymarketbooks.org/books/1554-black-lives-matter-at-school
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Black Lives Matter in Schools & Libraries

® Sce Resources section at the
end of this webinar for more on WWHATWE

how to participate E“EVE D[IM E”TY

® Present the 13 guiding
principles as a vision for a free
and just world

® Schools and staff must decenter
whiteness and examine white
supremacy at its core

® Begin by exploring the 13-
guiding principles as a
foundation for pOSitive BlaCk Eventhoughtherearemanywayswearethesame,weawt.hat'.herearealsowy;

. we are different. When we get to hear ideas from lot? o_f people, we get smarter; when
development (i.e. move away itrent Kids o peapl i out community and that verpans fecl sfe, When that
. happens, our community shows its diversity.
from teaching about the
enslavement of Africans and the e e o e e i e e e

ant poet, cultural organizer, and sosial justice activist I:Yf
struggle for civil rights).

Clockwise from bottom left: CIARA TAYLOR: Co-founder of the Dream Defenders, popular educator, roots izer, and

2 pin@y-amerikan nuqeﬁr disabled queer poet, performer, and educator.

leeandlow.com/books/what-we-believe
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® Students refer to the principles
all year long in other subjects
and continue to make
meaningful connections

Students suggest that characters
in books could benefit from
engaging with the principles!

N

St ) p o
At Trinity Washington University, A 4
the librarian showcased books
that support the week of action
and created a space for
students to share BLM at School

meant to them.




Examples of the Impact of Black Lives Matter in the Classroom
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Examples of the Impact of Black Lives Matter in the Classroom

BLACK WOMEN it medimmuate | \ (& |~ W TN
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Successful Implementation of Black Lives Matter in Schools

® Students understand that
every part of their lives has
been touched by racism

® Students understand why mbﬁMAND‘g

the Black Lives Matter is the ——mme s

most important social * END ZERD TOLERANCE
movement of their lifetime  * MANDATE BLACK
HISTORY s erinic STubies

® Students (and educators) _ yioe MoRE BLACK

derstand diversit
\lj\;]ITI?IrISNarr;cial airdS C>llJ|tu ral TEACHERS
groups and exploring * FUND COUNSELORS NOT COPS

. . . B [\ S P /. _\ N
intersectionality

https://www.blacklivesmatteratschool.com/

® Students connect the 13
Guiding Principles and
demands to their lived
school experience

Whgid w30



Engaging with Families

® At the beginning of the school
year, let families know that social
justice and identity will be
discussed

® Include excerpts from classroom
conversations to demonstrate to
families what students are

saying

® Refer to "A Letter to Grown-Ups”
at the beginning of What We
Believe: A Black Lives Matter
Principles Activity Book.

® Ask families to discuss the 13
guiding principles at home

® Share why the demands matter
to families

-
A LETTER TO GROWN-UPS

Talking to Children

about Black Lives Matter

DEAR GROWN-UPS,

it with your young people; we're so appreciative
of your time, and your willingness to begin this
important work. As a teacher who's been in the field
for more than two decades, | can say that engaging

peophf!elaupomedwdeummmdemsm
our " (bl com/herstary).

Igotuwo!vedthroughBlackhnannernSchod

with children as they grapple with big ideas iz one
of the most rewarding aspects of my job. I've been
using the principles of Black Lives Matter in my
claszroom for the past three years, and it has been
delightful to see the children’s enthusiasm as they
think seriously about our world, and to watch them
refer back to the principles throughout the year.

Black Lives Matter was founded by three Black
women—Alicia Garza, Patrisze Cullors, and Opal
Tometi. In 2013, after the man who killed Trayvea
Martin was found not guilty, Alicia originated the
phrase “Black Lives Matter” in a social media post
about her grief and ongoing faith in Black people.
Patrisze turned the phrase into a hashtag and

®l hool.com), a national
advocating for racial justice in education. In early
2077, Tamara Anderson, a parent and activist in
Philadelphia, distilled each principle from the Black
Lives Matter website at that time into a one- or
two-word phrase as a way to highight the geoals
of the for her daugh thiz languag
wadapudbydxnmmnlmackhwmn

ls steering . 1 then tranziated the
principles themselves into lid-friendly language
and wrote some guidance for adults takking to
young children. Artist and teacher Caryn Davidson
created a series of stunning visuals for both the
N'YCchapnerufBlackLrvechtzatScboolnnd
the org I app! d Caryn to
ll=b on the first iteration of this activity

shared it widely, and Opal helped build an online
platform for it. Together with other activists, they
created a set of guiding principles for a Eberaticn

book, which has been a2 huge hit with teachers and
kids from pre-X to twelfth grade. We've found that
teachers of younger children use the book as a true

As these principles are a living d

ity book, while teachers of clder children share

that acknowledges and reflects the kved realities of
Black people in the United States, they have shifted
in number and expression through the years, but
they have consistently celebrated the power and
diversity of Black people and centered women as
well as queer and trans folks. After the Ferguscn
protests in 2044, the movement spread across the
United States in a network of chapters that allowed
local organizers to determine what was needed in
their communities and the best way to respond to
those needs. Alicia, Patrizse, and Opal say their
goal *is to support the development of new Black
leaders, as well as create a network where Black

the text to make sure their students understand
the principles before they springboard off into more
nuanced conversations. I'm thnlled to be able to
offer a version here that incorporates the lessons
other teachers and | have learned from actually
adopting the principles in our classrooms.

Many chidren, especially older chidren, may
be aware of current events, particularly around
police brutality toward Black people, and it's our
responsibility to give them opportunities to share
their experiences in a safe space. It's important that
we're honest with our young people, and acknowledge

Wgid s (30




Addressing Resistance

® Know your school’s mission
statement and refer to it

® Be intentional with the
principles that you start with
(such as “Empathy”)

® Resistance to teaching Black
Lives Matter at school is racism:
be explicit in what it is and
address it

® |f possible, bring in someone
from the National Steering
Committee to explain the
movement

® Read Chapter 13 in An Uprising
for Educational Justice: Black
Lives Matter in School

Different people have different feelings. It's our responsibility to take care of each
other's feelings, so it can be helpful to think about how we would feel if something
that happened to someone else happened to us. Even if we would react differently,
understanding how another person feels iz one way we can take care of each other in
our community. When we understand and respect another person’s feelings, we are

practicing empathy.

bR 4 LEEE L0 Books (30
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Black Lives Matter at School Resources

Black Lives Matter at School National Curriculum:
https://www.blacklivesmatteratschool.com/curriculum.html

Black Lives Matter Principles Extension Activities:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-a3b3ué6Zozf7arploHGaAKGOrF7orTSP/view

Language Guide for Discussing Race and Culture from Berkeley International High School:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/TWhSp2aXQJ5HIXTdYI6XZbCDpMabPqgbz0/view

NYC BLM at School List of Children’s Books to Support Black Lives Matter Principles:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19RH46fxpFo0JoVkd7ougwlimGjEtvvplEwjKCzKSpb0/edit

Black Lives Matter at Schools History PowerPoint:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Km_9ezNGHKc8K8QPI?CLPIgzIlYDAJBf_/view

Black Lives Matter at NYC Schools Group Vision and Practice:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xbCPFUhTI?9mQm257CZKJKd-rhKgsubc25NsH5ZGv-0/edit

BLM at Schools: How to Participate:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/106LJQ7V_jESrIUDqgQUNSf453ydaenS7/view

Continuum on Becoming an Anti-Racist Multicultural Organization:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oMSkXi6_on9HehAr2Uab6KdRQkslJ5X2S/view

NEA Ed Justice:
https://neaedjustice.org/black-lives-matter-at-school/
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What We Believe Supplemental Resource

The Resource & Activit ¢ What We Believe:
y l?f 8?0%80[% A Black Lives Matter

Guide can be found on the Principles Activity Book
1 R & Activity Guid
What We Believe book page esource & Activity Guide

and is free to distribute and
adapt:
https://www.leeandlow.com/
books/what-we- oo o
believe/teachers_guide ey iy o

heard these words. Great! Raise your hand if you have something to share sbout these wordhs * Students” responses have
ranged, but what uiually comes up & "trying 1o make things fair for Black pecple.” So then | can respond, “Greet! Yes, Black
Lives Matter is about making things fai for Black pecple. s alsc about the ways we live in ow communities. At school, we're
pert of & community, and there are things we do to take care of each cthet The principles of BLM are idess about how peo-
ple can take care of each cthet Today we're going to read & book about one of the principles, and then I'm going %o show

I poste to hel ind you. We'll keep the pasters up i dessrcem ALL YEAR, shways look et them.”

Lee & Low has Teacher's T
for yourself, end we've had metter-oi-lect comversetions about things Tke skin colce hair lengh, gender, end frienca. It

emential o ceste & caring community frat to enwure students” sefety. We teachers slso have to do work cursebves — first by

Guides for almost every T s
Slﬂg|e tltle on the book Q: How do | Introduce the Black Lives Matter principles to young people?

A: For each principle, | read a book (plesse see the it at the end of this guide, which shoud be added to every yew, &3 more

pages, so check them out! e s e e

WHAT WE i Author Lalefia Gardia has taught In New York City earty chitdhood
BELIEVE i education programs for more than twenty years. What We Belleve
== A i grew out of her work with Black Lives Matter In Schools, a teachers’

The g q and offers tips and suggestions from Lalefa
on how to Include What We Belleve In your relevant setting.

organization striving for raclal equity In education, and she has presented
at local and national conferences on teaching the principles of the Black
Lives Matter (BLM) movement to children. A graduate of Yale University
and the Bank Street College of Education, she lives In Brooklyn, New
York. Please visit her website at rootedkids.org and follow her on
Instagram at @blm_In_kindergarten.

They have discussion 0 Mow g0 1troauc the cototng page o Youngpecpier
Az 1use the coloring book pages sfter we've hed seversl about the prindples. We'l tak about how we've lesmed

questions, Interdisciplinary ey i e i e
activities, background

qua&-nb“'_#nh\ blogJessndiow.com - @lessndiow n
Tacsor Soucm copyight § 2021 LT 4 LOW 200 A wamrred = o ¥ 3nd 3t for penoeal I sducroral e
Vst @ orlre Do el

fine, because we've akeady had & conversation about the prompt as & class.
information, and more!
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Lee & Low Books Anti-Racism Book List & Collection

Are you looking to add anti- bhd ¢
racist books to your collection e 1 o

but don't know where to begin? Antl—RaC]_Sm

The books in this collection will Diverse Reading List
help you take the first steps or
continue critical discussions . C%%NTSCESSES

about anti-racism work relevant
to you setting.

Grades PreK-8+

Anti-Racism Booklist Collection
Link: %
https://www.leeandlow.com/coll  |REta

book’s link for

ections/anti-racism-book- corresponding
esson ideas
Collection and activities.
The link to the free PDF can be
Are you looking to add anti-racist books to your library but
fou N d h ere.: don't know where to start? Have you been thinking about how to have

meaningful conversations with young people about race, but

lack confidence in how to begin? The books in this collection will help

https://WWW'leea nleW'Com/u pl you take the first steps or continue the critical discussions about
OadS/l Oad ed_d ocum ent/87 S/An anti-racism work relevant t(j) your setting

tiRacismDiverseReadingList.pdf
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Question & Answer

WHAT WE
BELIEVE
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Websites & Social Media

WHAT WE
BELIEVE

a BLACK LIVES MATTER

PRINCIPLES ACTIVITY BOOK

i

Lalena Garcia:
https://www.rootedkids.org
@blm_in_kindergarten

Caryn Davidson:
caryndavidson.com
@caryn_arts

YYYYY
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Websites & Social Media

Denisha Jones
@denisha_jones

R \ https://www.sarahlawrence.
- : 1 edu/faculty/jones-

. o ’ denisha.html

Jesse Hagopian:
https://iamaneducator.com

@jessedhagopian
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Black Lives Matter in the Classroom: A
Conversation with Experts

This webinar is being recorded and the link to view the
webinar, resources and the Lee & Low Anti-Racism Book
List will be shared within the week. Please contact
kpotter@leeandlow.com for a certificate of completion.
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Follow Us on Social Media!

g @leeandlow
b “ ‘ LEE & LOW BOOKS @ @leeandlow

n facebook.com/leeandlow
@ pinterest.com/leeandlow

the open book blog.leeandlow.com
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— PRAISE FOR —

Contact Us

WHAT WE BELIEVE

a BLACK LIVES MATTER

PRINCIPLES ACTIVITY BOOK

“What We Nelleve 1z dmply besutifel.
Garcls and Davidzon have created 3
vissal, loving example of freedom and
the poxsibllitiex of uslng art to create 3
sew world. Each lmage Ix drawn with 3o
much love, care, 3ad commitmeat to the
prisciplex of Black Lives Matter, while
@arcla’s words are lnviting, Informative,
and truth-telliag. Well donel™

—BETTINA LOVE, sutnec o

‘Wa Want to Do More Thas Survive:
Absdticatirt Teaching aad the Parsuft

“Thiz bock Ix perfect for asyone who
‘wantz to take yousg childres zerfously ax
actors ia the workd. It Iz both laformative

required to lead ux forward.”™

—THOMAS NIKUNDIWE, ciracter

“I zan't walt to see how children Il theae
pagex with Ideax, color, xtorfes, and
freedom dreamsz. Thoxe who recognlze
e powerful role that young

J chlldres play In the movement for Black

“What We Belleve: A Blsck Liver Matter

principlex Impact our everyday Uves, but
thix thoughtful bock outiacs the many
partz of Black Livex Matter and lnvitex
coaverzaticaz and actions that chlldren

Livex will treasure thix rare resource.™

—CARLA SHALABY, co-saster o

Planniag to Change the World: A Plan
Sl Sty

“What We Belleve: A Biack Liver Matter
Principles Activity ook ix one of the bext
tools avallable to eagage students In the
Eack Livex Matter st School movemeat!
The stunalag artwork coupled  with

Be prepared to make chanpex wherever
they are, Ia whatever way they can, for wx
all to get free.”

—DR. KIM PARKER, saay e

Schocl and #DuruptTexts co-founder

—JESSE HAGOPIAN.,
Teaching for Black Lives

Katie Potter, Senior Literacy Specialist

kpotter@leeandlow.com

What We Believe: A Black Lives Matter Principles Activity Book

written by Lalefa Garcia, illustrated by Caryn Davidson

leeandlow.com/books/what-we-believe
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