
High-Low books provide literacy support through carefully chosen 
sentence structures, vocabulary, effective text features, illustrations, 
and compelling stories that align with and appeal to students' 
interests. The books in this list help struggling and reluctant readers 
grow their literacy skills with engaging, diverse books that they can 
and want to read.

Find us online at leeandlow.com • Open Book Blog blog.leeandlow.com •  @leeandlow

Check each 
book’s link for 
corresponding 
lesson ideas 
and activities.  
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Only One Year� • Three Chinese 
American children learn to trust and 
love one another again after the 
youngest child returns from a year 
living in China with extended family.  
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/
only-one-year

Mama's Window� • After his mother 
dies, "Sugar" Martin is sent to live 
with his gruff uncle Free, a crippled 
loner who makes his living fishing in a 
swamp in the Mississippi Delta in the 
early 1900s. 
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/
mama-s-window

Butterfly for a King: Saving 
Hawaiʻi’s Kamehameha Butterflies� 
• The fascinating true story of a 
beautiful native Hawaiian butterfly, 
a great Hawaiian warrior king, and 
current-day efforts by scientists and 
citizens to restore the butterfly's 
declining population. 
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/
butterfly-for-a-king

Around the World� • From New York 
to China to Australia and six other 
countries, an unrelenting basketball 
game rages on as kids compete and 
play for keeps, all determined to 
sink the winning shot. Presented in 
graphic, comic book style. 
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/
around-the-world

There's No Base Like Home� • ESPN 
Major League Baseball analyst and 
two-time Olympic medalist Jessica 
Mendoza teams up with her sister 
Alana Mendoza Dusan for their first 
highly-illustrated novel for young 
readers, a Dork Diaries for sporty kids. 
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/
there-s-no-base-like-home

The Mangrove Tree: Planting Trees 
to Feed Families� • With alternating 
verse and prose passages, readers 
discover how Dr. Gordon Sato’s 
mangrove-tree planting project 
transformed an impoverished 
village in Eritrea into a self-sufficient 
community. 
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/
the-mangrove-tree

Tofu Quilt� • A collection of poems 
telling the story of Yeung Ying, a 
young girl in Hong Kong in the 1960s 
who, against the conventions of 
society and family members, aspires 
to become a writer. 
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/
tofu-quilt

Bird� • An African American boy 
nicknamed Bird uses drawing as a 
creative outlet as he struggles to make 
sense of his grandfather’s death and 
his brother’s drug addiction. 
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/
bird

Honoring Our Ancestors� • Through 
stories, art, and photographs, 
Honoring Our Ancestors will inspire 
children and their families to gain 
strength from the past as they ask 
themselves, "Who do I honor?" 
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/
honoring-our-ancestors

Amazing Places� • A collection of 
original poems that celebrate some 
of the amazingly diverse places in our 
nation. Readers of all ages will want 
to visit each amazing place again and 
again! 
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/
amazing-places
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Ahimsa� • In this historical novel, 
Gandhi asks for one member of 
each family to join the fight for 
independence from the British, and 
when Anjali’s mother is jailed for doing 
so, Anjali must step out of her comfort 
zone to take over her mother’s work. 
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/
ahimsa

I Remember: Poems and Pictures of 
Heritage� • In a celebration of diversity 
and family, fourteen poets and sixteen 
illustrators of diverse backgrounds 
share memorable childhood 
experiences and reflect upon their 
different heritages, traditions, and 
beliefs. 
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/
i-remember

I and I: Bob Marley� • A biography in 
verse of reggae legend Bob Marley, 
exploring the influences that shaped 
his life and music on his journey 
from rural Jamaican childhood to 
international superstardom. 
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/
i-and-i-bob-marley

The Story of Civil Rights Hero 
John Lewis� • This entry in the 
innovative "Story" line of chapter-
book biographies focuses on John 
Lewis, a leader in the civil rights 
movement of the 1960s and a revered 
Congressman.  
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/
the-story-of-civil-rights-hero-john-
lewis   

Chess Rumble� • In this longer story 
told in free verse, a troubled boy 
learns to use his mind instead of 
his fists through the guidance of an 
unconventional mentor and the game 
of chess.  
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/
chess-rumble

Ana Maria Reyes Does Not Live in 
a Castle� • The Penderwicks meets 
In the Heights in this sparkling 
middle-grade debut about a young 
Dominican American girl in New York 
City.  
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/
ana-maria-reyes-does-not-live-in-
a-castle

On These Magic Shores� • When 
Mamá fails to return home after her 
evening job, it is up to 12-year-old 
Minerva to take care of her younger 
sisters and hold the family together all 
while trying to act in her school’s play 
of Peter Pan. 
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/
on-these-magic-shores

Step Up to the Plate, Maria Singh� • 
While her parents and neighbors 
are struggling through World War II, 
working for India’s independence, 
and trying to stay on their farmland, 
nine-year-old Maria Singh learns to 
play softball just like her heroes in the 
All-American Girls’ League.  
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/
step-up-to-the-plate-maria-singh

The Shadow Prince� • In this middle 
grade solarpunk novel set in an 
alternate Egyptian universe, twelve-
year-old Ash must compete and 
survive to become the shadow—and 
protector—of the prince. 
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/
the-shadow-prince

Yummy� • This graphic novel is based 
on the true story of Robert “Yummy” 
Sandifer, an eleven-year- old boy from 
Chicago’s South Side who was killed 
by his own gang members.  
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/
yummy
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series-collection

http://leeandlow.com
http://blog.leeandlow.com
mailto:general%40leeandlow.com?subject=
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/ahimsa
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/ahimsa
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/i-remember
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/i-remember
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/i-and-i-bob-marley
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/i-and-i-bob-marley
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/on-these-magic-shores
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/i-and-i-bob-marley
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/the-story-of-civil-rights-hero-john-lewis
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/the-story-of-civil-rights-hero-john-lewis
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/the-story-of-civil-rights-hero-john-lewis
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/ana-maria-reyes-does-not-live-in-a-castle
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/chess-rumble
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/chess-rumble
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/chess-rumble
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/yummy
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/the-shadow-prince
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/ana-maria-reyes-does-not-live-in-a-castle
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/ana-maria-reyes-does-not-live-in-a-castle
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/ana-maria-reyes-does-not-live-in-a-castle
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/ahimsa
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/on-these-magic-shores
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/on-these-magic-shores
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/step-up-to-the-plate-maria-singh
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/step-up-to-the-plate-maria-singh
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/step-up-to-the-plate-maria-singh
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/i-remember
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/the-shadow-prince
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/the-shadow-prince
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/yummy
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/yummy
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/the-story-of-civil-rights-hero-john-lewis
http://leeandlow.com/collections/the-story-of-series-collection
http://leeandlow.com/collections/the-story-of-series-collection
http://leeandlow.com/collections/the-story-of-series-collection
http://leeandlow.com/collections/the-story-of-series-collection


4

Grades 9-12 

Find us online at leeandlow.com • Open Book Blog blog.leeandlow.com •  @leeandlow
Educator Resources copyright © 2021 LEE & LOW BOOKS. All rights reserved. Permission is granted to share and adapt for personal and educational use.  

For questions, comments, and/or more information, please contact us at general@leeandlow.com. Collections and prices are subject to change.

H i g h  I n t e r e s t ,  L o w  R e a d a b i l i t y :  d i v e r s e  r e a d i n g  l i s t

Cat Girl's Day Off�  • Natalie “Cat 
Girl” Ng, who has the ability to talk to 
cats, must save the day when she is 
the only one who can see the true 
story of a kidnapped celebrity and the 
imposter who took her place.   
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/
cat-girl-s-day-off

Killer of Enemies�  • A post-
Apocalyptic YA novel with a 
steampunk twist, based on an Apache 
legend. 
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/
killer-of-enemies

All the Stars Denied� • Guadalupe 
García McCall tackles the hidden 
history of the United States and its first 
mass deportation event that swept up 
hundreds of thousands of Mexican 
American citizens during the Great 
Depression. 
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/
all-the-stars-denied

Under the Mesquite� • Lupita, a 
budding actor and poet in a closeknit 
Mexican American immigrant family, 
comes of age as she struggles with 
adult responsibilities during her 
mother’s long illness.  
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/
under-the-mesquite

I Am Alfonso Jones� • Perfect for fans 
of The Hate U Give: An unflinching 
graphic novel about the afterlife of a 
young man killed by an off-duty police 
officer, co-illustrated by New York 
Times bestselling artist John Jennings. 
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/
i-am-alfonso-jones

Grand Theft Horse�  • Author G. Neri 
shares the powerful story of his cousin 
Gail Ruffu, who stole a racehorse in 
order to save it, and ended up taking 
on the whole racing industry to fight 
for the humane treatment of animals. 
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/
grand-theft-horse

The Magnolia Sword� • Bestselling 
author Sherry Thomas weaves an 
enthralling #ownvoices retelling of 
a story that has thrilled readers for 
centuries: the Ballad of Mulan.  
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/
the-magnolia-sword

The Story of Banker of the People 
Muhammad Yunus� • Meet Nobel 
Peace Prize winner Muhammad 
Yunus, who revolutionized global 
antipoverty efforts by developing 
the innovative economic concept of 
micro-lending.  
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/
the-story-of-banker-of-the-people-
muhammad-yunus

Diverse Energies �• A collection of 
dystopian short stories featuring 
diverse main characters and by 
authors of color. 
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/
diverse-energies
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order toll-free

by phone (9:30-5:30 EST):
1-800-320-3190 x28
by fax (all times):
1-212-683-1894
by email:
orders@leeandlow.com

by web:
leeandlow.com

stay in touch with us  
on social media!

Open Book Blog
blog.leeandlow.com

Website
leeandlow.com

@leeandlow

educational sales

Abe Barretto 
Verónica Labarca

by phone:
1-212-779-4400 x22 or 23
by fax (all times):
1-212-683-1894
by email:
orders@leeandlow.com

¡Hablamos español!

To build your High-Low Book Collection for your 
school, please contact:

Abraham Barretto 
Vice President of Educational Sales  
phone: 1-212-779-4400 x 23 
fax: 1-212-683-1894 
email: abarretto@leeandlow.com

Spanish High-Low for Grades 3-5 
Contact us for a High-Low Booklist in Spanish! 

Our books are available through all major distributors, including
Follett, Baker & Taylor, Mackin, and Overdrive
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