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Diversity in Books for Beginning Young Readers: Independent 
and Instructional Reading and Writing in the Early Grades



Agenda
• Bios/Introductions

• Big Picture: Where does diversity fit into 
your reading instruction? 

• Author/Illustrator Perspective: Adjoa J. 
Burrowes and Creating Books

• Literacy Block: How can I use beginning 
reader books during reading and writing 
instruction? 

• Example Bebop Books and Spreads

• Question and Answer

Go Go Gumbo (also available in Spanish)
written by and illustrated by Adjoa Burrowes

leeandlow.com/books/go-go-gumbo



Katie Potter is the Senior Literacy Specialist 
at Lee & Low Books. She is responsible for 
writing and developing the rigorous 
Teacher’s Guides for all frontlist titles and 
overseeing Lee & Low’s popular webinars for 
professional development. She works with 
universities and nonprofits on how to 
incorporate diverse, multicultural literature 
into curriculum and how children’s literature 
can be used for Social and Emotional 
Learning. Prior to Lee & Low, Katie worked 
as an educational researcher, teacher, and 
literacy instructor. Katie has a dual Bachelor’s 
Degree in Psychology and Spanish from 
Skidmore College and a Master’s Degree in 
Childhood General Education Grades 1-6 
and Literacy from Bank Street College of 
Education.



Jennifer Serravallo is a literacy 
consultant, speaker, and the author of 
several popular Heinemann professional 
books, including the New York Times 
bestselling The Reading Strategies 
Book. Her resources help teachers make 
goal-directed, responsive strategy 
instruction, conferring, and small group 
work doable in every classroom. Within 
the last year, she authored Connecting 
with Students Online: Strategies for 
Remote Teaching & Learning and the 
brand-new Teaching Writing in Small 
Groups. Jennifer was a Senior Staff 
Developer at Teachers College Reading 
and Writing Project and taught in NYC 
public schools. Learn more at:
Twitter: @jserravallo
Instagram: @jenniferserravallo
Web: www.jenniferserravallo.com



Adjoa J. Burrowes is a visual artist, 
author, and art educator. She earned a 
B.F.A. in printmaking from Howard 
University and an M.A. in Art Education 
at Corcoran College of Arts and Design 
at The George Washington University. 
Burrowes has authored three published 
children’s books and has illustrated over 
a dozen. As an educator, she has 
designed and implemented a series of 
art and writing workshops and 
residencies for cultural institutions 
throughout the nation including the 
John F. Kennedy Center for The 
Performing Arts, the National Museum 
of Women in the Arts, and the National 
Civil Rights Museum. Learn more at 
adjoaburrowes.com.



Big Picture: Where does diversity and identity fit 
into your reading instruction? 

• How is diversity important in 
both independent and 
instructional texts? Why is it 
important to have broad 
diversity in the collections that 
we offer? 

• Think about who is 
represented: avoiding the 
single story and making sure 
that we have a wide variety of 
diversity in our collections and 
libraries

• Be ready and equipped to talk 
about topics that arise leeandlow.com/books/destiny-s-gift



Big Picture: Where does diversity and identity fit 
into your reading instruction? 

• Bebop Books, Lee & Low’s 
leveled reading imprint, 
feature BIPOC kids doing 
everyday things: critical for 
young readers to see 
children of all backgrounds 
in their books 

• How can you diversify a 
collection on a minimal 
budget? 

• How can you convince other 
educators and administrators 
to diversify their collections? 

leeandlow.com/books/go-go-gumbo



The Creation of a Book for Young Readers: Adjoa J. Burrowes

Lee & Low Picture Books

Bebop Books



• Simplification is key
• For Bebop titles, writing comes 

first 
• Having an age group in mind is 

critical: thinking about specific 
skills, like repetition of words 
and including recognizable and 
familiar words

• Books, whether they are picture 
books or books for young 
readers, can be used to talk 
about difficult topics 

leeandlow.com/books/everybody-wears-braids

The Creation of a Book for Young Readers: Adjoa J. Burrowes



• Conveying both serious and 
happy moments through text 
and art

• Important to demonstrate a 
variety of experiences, not just a 
one dimensional world

• Connections in art class and the 
literacy block: incorporating 
both into their respective areas

• Art and literacy have such a 
natural connection

• Addressing concepts through 
books 

• Different strategies presented  
in every text

leeandlow.com/books/grandma-s-purple-flowers

The Creation of a Book for Young Readers: Adjoa J. Burrowes



Photo Credit: Adjoa Burrowes

The Creation of a Book for Young Readers: Adjoa J. Burrowes



leeandlow.com/books/my-steps

The Creation of a Book for Young Readers: Adjoa J. Burrowes



Literacy Block:
How can I use beginning reader books in 

reading and writing instruction? 



https://www.heinemann.com/products/e07433.aspx



https://www.heinemann.com/products/e07822.aspx



leeandlow.com/books/everybody-wears-braids





…as readers

(accuracy)

https://www.heinemann.com/products/e07433.aspx



have
braid
wear
five
four

https://www.heinemann.com/products/e07433.aspx



…as writers

(structure & org)

https://www.heinemann.com/products/e07822.aspx





leeandlow.com/books/my-steps



…as writers

(generating ideas)

https://www.heinemann.com/products/e07822.aspx



leeandlow.com/books/my-steps



…as writers

(elaboration)

https://www.heinemann.com/products/e07822.aspx



…as readers

(setting)

https://www.heinemann.com/products/e07433.aspx



leeandlow.com/books/my-steps



leeandlow.com/books/destiny-s-gift



Read aloud & support 
comprehension:
• Stop and sketch
• Stop and act
• Stop and jot
• Turn & talk
• Think aloud (teacher models)



Tips:
• Focus (one or two goals)
• Be brief (prompts & pause)
• Use prompts aligned to strategies



(themes & ideas)

https://www.heinemann.com/products/e07433.aspx



https://www.heinemann.com/products/e07433.aspx



Jennifer Serravallo Texts & Resources

• Join the Reading and Writing Strategies Community on Facebook 
to take part in free PL such as summer camps, and learn alongside 
my colleagues and passionate educators from around the world 
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/ReadingStrategiesBook?utm_s
ource=SV_postevent_3rdParty&utm_medium=email&utm_campai
gn=SV_PD_postevent)

• Visit Hein.Pub/Serravallo to download free instructional resources, 
read blogs about my work, watch videos, and listen to me on the 
Heinemann Podcast 
(http://hein.pub/Serravallo?utm_source=SV_postevent_3rdParty&u
tm_medium=email&utm_campaign=SV_PD_postevent)

• Visit JenniferSerravallo.com for blogs, podcasts, my upcoming 
speaking calendar, and more.

• Follow on Twitter (@jserravallo) and Instagram (@jenniferserravallo)



Jennifer Serravallo Texts & Resources
For a full list of Jennifer’s publications 
and professional development offerings, 
visit jenniferserravallo.com



Beginning Readers Resources 
Jennifer Serravallo Consulting & Professional Development: 
jenniferserravallo.com

Lee & Low Books: Success Starts Early: Beginning Conferences with Early 
Readers 
leeandlow.com/uploads/loaded_document/891/ReadingConferencesbyB
ebopBooks.pdf

Reading Rockets: How to Read with a Beginning Reader
readingrockets.org/article/how-read-beginning-reader 

Colorín Colorado: Beginning Readers
colorincolorado.org/beginning-readers

First Book: Equal Access for Quality Education for Kids in Need
firstbook.org/

Teaching for Change & Social Justice Books: 
https://www.teachingforchange.org/



Adjoa J. Burrowes Collection

Lee & Low Picture Books

Bebop Books

www.leeandlow.com/collections/adjoa-burrowes-collection



Bebop Books Collections
• Bebop Books, an exclusive imprint of Lee & Low Books, offers leveled books 

that support literacy learning content for beginning readers—all with the 
same commitment to diversity and cultural authenticity that sets all Lee & 
Low books apart.

• Want to create a book order based on reading level, theme, and/or student 
demographics? We can help! Our in-house Sales & Literacy Team can help 
you build a free custom book order for your school or district.

• Go to leeandlow.com/categories/leveled-reading/overview or contact 
sales@leeandlow.com for more information



Bebop Books Teacher’s Guides

Teacher’s Guides can be found 
on individual book pages. For 
example, see the guide for My 
Steps at 
leeandlow.com/books/my-steps

Lee & Low and Bebop Books has 
Teacher’s Guides for almost 
every single title on the book 
pages, so check them out! They 
have discussion questions, 
Interdisciplinary activities, 
background information, and 
more!  



Question & Answer

Adjoa J. Burrowes

Jennifer Serravallo



Social Media & Websites

Adjoa J. Burrowes
adjoaburrowes.com
@adjoaburrowes_art

Jennifer Serravallo
jenniferserravallo.com
@jserravallo



Diversity in Books for Beginning Young Readers: 
Independent and Instructional Reading in the Early Grades

This is a live only webinar– there will be no recording. 
The slides and resources will be shared within the week. 
Please contact kpotter@leeandlow.com for a certificate 

of completion. 



Follow Us on Social Media!
@leeandlow

@leeandlow

facebook.com/leeandlow

pinterest.com/leeandlow

blog.leeandlow.com



Contact Us

Katie Potter, Senior Literacy Specialist

kpotter@leeandlow.com


